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Chris Conley

A federal prosecutor Thursday accused Tony Alamo of having as many
as seven wives at a time, beating teenage followers to assert his
authority and directing an arson to collect insurance. Alamo, on the
witness stand for the third day, repeatedly invoked the Fifth Amendment
privilege against self-incrimination as he was drilled by Justice
Department lawyer Christopher Belcher.
"You coerced several (women) into marrying you by saying you had a
message from God that something very bad would happen if they didn't
marry you?," Belcher asked.
Alamo took the Fifth Amendment on that question, as he did when
Belcher inquired if it was true that Alamo had threatened to throw the
parents of one young woman out of the church unless they gave
permission for their daughter to marry him.
Alamo is charged in federal court with falsifying his income tax return
for 1985 and willfully failing to file for the years 1986, 1987 and 1988.
U.S. Dist. Judge Jon McCalla allowed prosecutors to probe Alamo's
personal life, including his marital status, to counter testimony Alamo
gave earlier about his good deeds.
During his cross-examiniation Thursday, Belcher produced records to
show that Alamo was still married to a Birgitta Gyllenhamer when he
married Elizabeth Caldwell.
Alamo said he may still have been married to Caldwell when he was
married in a church ceremony to a third woman, Elena Williams. "It's
possible . . . I don't recall. In my mind I was divorced."
Asked whether he has had up to seven wives at a time in the last two
years, Alamo again reached for the Fifth Amendment.
When Belcher asked whether he followed state laws-onbigamy, Alamo
invoked the Fifth Amendment at the advice of attorney Jeffrey
Dickstein.
Alamo denied the child beating and arson accusations.
He said he did not direct the beating of a 14-year-old girl on Valentine's
Day in 1984. The girl, Belcher said, was hit more than 100 times with a
board.
Alamo denied laughing when an adult member told him -'the board was
still smoking" after the alleged beating of another youth.
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Alamo faces felony child abuse charges in California in the alleged
beating of the son of a former member.
Belcher asked Alamo about a series of fires that occurred between 1990
and 1992 to buildings connected to Alamo or his church, and specifically
about a fire at his home in Nashville in 1992.

..For sure, I don't know anything about it,"

Alamo replied.

Asked whether he had people in his organization who would set fires at
his command, Alamo answered, "I believe there are in your
organization.''
Alamo expounded on his theory that the Vatican directs a world-wide
"Lucifer-worshiping1 1 conspiracy to control the world through a
church/government. Also included in the plot are the international
banking community, labor unions, Mafia, and "most of the
heavy-weight news media," he said.
The federal building, where he is on trial on the tax charges, is a church
house for the "one-world government" said Alamo.
At one point in the cross-examination,Alamo turned to McCalla and
said, "They're trying to make me out to be a kook."
When Belcher pointed out that the command by Jesus Christ to render
to Caesar his due appears in two books of the New Testament, Alamo
laughed. "The government's read the Bible, praise the Lord."
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